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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of William Jo-
seph Burns, of Maryland, to be Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency; and
Brian P. McKeon, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Deputy Secretary of
State for Management and Resources.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nominations
en bloc.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise in opposition to the nomi-
nation of William Burns to be Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Communist China is the biggest
threat our Nation faces. General Sec-
retary Xi will stop at nothing in his
quest for world domination and has
made clear that he seeks to push the
United States out of the Indo-Pacific
and weaken and intimidate his neigh-
bors, including our allies. Communist
China continues to threaten to take
Taiwan by force.

Communist China is committing a
genocide against the Uoghurs and
stripping Hong kongers of their basic
rights. China sees the United States as
its global adversary and is taking the
steps necessary to ‘“‘win’ the great
power conflict of the 21st century.
China is taking every opportunity it
can around the world to gain influence
and exert control.

I am concerned that some past state-
ments and actions by Ambassador
Burns indicate an inaccurate view of
Communist China and the danger it
poses to our Nation and to Americans.
Any U.S. official who thinks that
China can play a positive role in the
world, particularly among developing
states or as a contributor to peace and
stability, is mistaken. Ambassador
Burns has not shown that he under-
stands the threat that Communist
China represents.

I am also troubled that Ambassador
Burns’ view of Castro’s Communist re-
gime in Cuba is equally flawed. I can-
not support anyone who backed the
failed Obama-Biden appeasement poli-
cies, which did nothing to help the
Cuban people and allowed Havana to
extend its reach and expand its control,
giving power to other ruthless dicta-
torships in Latin America.

My opposition to Ambassador Burns’
nomination is grounded in our fun-
damentally different views. Ambas-
sador Burns has not demonstrated that
he understands the threats we face
around the world and the causes of
those threats. We need leaders who will
be strong and stand up for American
interests in the face of dangerous re-
gimes like Cuba and China, regimes
that are committed to harm the United
States and our allies.

For all these reasons, Mr. President,
I oppose Ambassador Burns’ nomina-
tion and urge my colleagues to do the
same.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Burns and McKeon
nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
postcloture time on the Walsh nomina-
tion be considered expired and the Sen-
ate vote on the confirmation of the

nomination at 5:30 p.m., Monday,
March 22.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 32.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Shalanda D.
Young, of Louisiana, to be Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Management and
Budget.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 32,
Shalanda D. Young, of Louisiana, to be Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Charles E. Schumer, Patrick J. Leahy,
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher A.
Coons, Jon Tester, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz, Sherrod Brown, Patty
Murray, Jon Ossoff, Joe Manchin III,
Thomas R. Carper, Debbie Stabenow,
Martin Heinrich, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Jeanne Shaheen, Mark R. Warner,
Kyrsten Sinema.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

March 18, 2021
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 39.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Vivek
Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be
Medical Director in the Regular Corps
of the Public Health Service, subject to
qualifications therefor as provided by
law and regulations, and to be Surgeon
General of the Public Health Service
for a term of four years.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 39, Vivek
Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be Medical
Director in the Regular Corps of the Public
Health Service, subject to qualifications
therefor as provided by law and regulations,
and to be Surgeon General of the Public
Health Service for a term of four years.

Charles E. Schumer, Patrick J. Leahy,
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher A.
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Jon Tester,
Richard Blumenthal, Michael F. Ben-
net, Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod
Brown, Jeanne Shaheen, Debbie Stabe-
now, Thomas R. Carper, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Elizabeth Warren, Patty
Murray, Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Tim
Kaine.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 40.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Rachel Leland
Levine, of Pennsylvania, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Health and Human
Services.
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